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BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 

Rev. Robert E. Madsen 
 
 
 

Miss Jenny was one of those women of the church that we might once have described as a “matron 
of the church.” She was a member of a church I once served and had been a member for more years 
than I had been alive at the time. She had a loud and gravelly voice, which she used most effectively. 
At congregational meetings, there was always a pause after the moderator called for a motion in order 
to permit Miss Jenny to make it. On Christmas Eve, she always read the account of Mary and Joseph 
arriving in Bethlehem and would punctuate her reading by saying “And this . . . is the Word of 
the Lord”, while managing to get at least two syllables into word and Lord. 

 
She would tell a story of going to the bank to make a withdrawal. The teller opened the till and in 

order to give Miss Jenny her money as she desired she asked, “What denomination?” Miss Jenny 
replied, “Why, Presbyterian of course!” 

 
I do not have Miss Jenny’s moxie, but I share her pride in our Presbyterian heritage. The pedigree I 

give when it is needed is that I was baptized in the United Presbyterian Church of the USA, confirmed 
in the PCUS, and ordained in the PCUSA. 

 
I have not always understood how that heritage has shaped the way I think about and live in the 

world. Seminary and the years beyond have more than once provided a moment of discovery when I 
have realized how deeply ingrained our theological underpinnings are for me, and how important 
they are for our church and, I believe, for the world in which we are called to serve and witness. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

CONTINUED 

My life’s pilgrimage has taken me from birth in Minneapolis, MN and early childhood there, to 
Birmingham, AL in 1967, to Stone Mountain, GA in 1972: moves necessitated by my father’s career. I 
have served churches in New Jersey, Tennessee, Alabama, and Indiana, and it has been my privilege 
and joy to serve the Andalusia congregation for the last eight years. 

 
For 28 of the 31 years that I have been in ministry, I have been supported, cared for, cajoled, 

encouraged, upbraided, and generally tolerated by my wife Linda. Never once has she received a 
romantic anniversary card from me (thank goodness for Shoebox greetings) so I will say no more than 
that here. Except, that whenever she has accompanied me on a pastoral visit if I returned on a 
subsequent visit without her, it was made clear that her presence would have been preferred over 
mine. 

 

Let me finish by observing that should the presbytery choose to sustain the recommendation of the 
Regional Executive Presbyter search committee, I will serve in that capacity to the best of my ability 
with the hope of aiding my colleagues in continuing the faithful witness of our members, our 
churches, our presbytery and our denomination. When someone asked Miss Jenny what she would be 
were she not a Presbyterian, she replied in that distinctive and thunderous voice, “Embarrassed!” 
Like hers, ours is a voice that needs to be heard. 
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The Presbytery of South Alabama approved the appointment of a Regional Executive Presbyter Nominating 
Committee on August 18, 2020. The approved committee included Reverend Bob Madsen. During the process 
of receiving names of potential candidates, it was recommended that the committee consider Reverend 
Madsen for the position. After a period of prayerful discernment, Reverend Madsen notified the committee 
that he was interested in being a candidate for the position and resigned from the search committee. 

The Committee reviewed the Future Focus report on Long Range Planning for the PSA and received 
instructions for conducting the search from Greg Goodwiller, Executive Presbyter of the Synod of Living 
Waters. A Ministry Information Form (MIF) was developed and posted on the PC(USA) Church Leadership 
Connection (CLC) secure website. CLC generated forty-three automated matches with the MIF. In addition, 
nominations and suggestions were sought from other presbyteries and synods, professional colleagues, and 
seminary friends. Twenty-five Personal Information Forms (PIF) were submitted through self-referrals. 

Over the spring, 2021, the search committee reviewed all sixty-eight PIFs and made personal calls to the 
strongest appearing candidates to assess the level of interest in the position. Seven top applicants were 
selected for comprehensive Zoom interviews. From these, four final candidates were brought in for personal 
interviews with the committee and, in a separate interview, with the Stated Clerks of Mississippi (Susan 
Sumrall) and South Alabama (Al Thompson, and Julee Howard, Administrative Assistant). The committee met 
twenty-five times through the process, by Zoom except for the in-person interviews. In fact, many of the 
committee had never met in person before the interviews! 

Regional Executive Presbyter Nominating Committee 

Judy Stout, Chair 
Ruling Elder, Spring Hill, 

Presbytery of South Alabama 
Christopher Crotwell 
Teaching Elder, Westminster 

Presbytery of Mississippi 
Rebekah Abel Lamar, Vice-Chair 

Teaching Elder, Government Street, 
Presbytery of South Alabama 

Matt McCollum 
Teaching Elder, Trinity, 

Presbytery of South Alabama 

Ginny Granade, Secretary 
Ruling Elder, FPC, Bay Minette, 

Presbytery of South Alabama 

PROCESS 



 
 

After completing all interviews and receiving feedback from the staff, the committee met twice to consider all 
four persons interviewed. On August 3, 2021, the committee selected Reverend Bob Madsen to fill the position. 
He was notified of his selection, the details of the call were discussed with him, and he accepted the call on 
August 8,2021, pending the approval of both presbyteries. 

 

 

FROM THE REGIONAL EXECUTIVE 
PRESBYTER NOMINATION COMMITTEE 

“I have worked with Bob in presbytery work for a number of years, but really came to appreciate the 
depth and breadth of his gifts as a pastor and leader through this selection process. He will serve both 
of our presbyteries with compassion, wisdom and enthusiasm.” 
Ginny Granade 

 
"Bob is as authentic as they come. He will give wise, thoughtful leadership to South Alabama and 
Mississippi." 
Matt McCollum 

 
"Bob's deep love for Christ and his steadfast devotion to our churches has been clear in our every 
conversation. He is a sincere man of humble intelligence, ready compassion, and ever growing faith. 
He has been, is, and will continue to be a blessing for us all." 
Christopher Crotwell 

 
“Bob’s commitment to Jesus Christ and his church is a gift to our presbyteries. I am excited to see how 
God will use Bob’s wisdom, experience, humility, and compassion to help us grow and serve Christ 
more faithfully in South Alabama and Mississippi.” 
Rebekah Abel Lamar 

 
“I did not know Bob until we became acquainted through early Zoom committee meetings before he 
resigned to become a candidate. I did not actually meet him face to face until he was interviewed. Bob 
is modest in portrayal of himself, but forthright and confident in presentation of his faith and devotion 
to the Presbyterian Church. As Executive Presbyter, he will be an asset to both presbyteries and a 
wonderful resource to congregations and pastors.” 
Judy Stout 


