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 Presbytery of South Alabama 

Stated Meeting 

First Presbyterian Church, Bay Minette, Alabama 

August 15, 2017 

Tuesday 

8:00 - 8:30 a.m.  -  Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:30 - 9:45 a.m. -   Worship and Communion – Rachael Knoll  

9:45 - 10:00 a.m. -   Break 

10:00 – 10:50 a.m. - Small Group Bible Study 

11:00 - 12:30 p.m. -   Plenary Session 

 Welcome from host pastor        

 Approval of Docket                                                           

 Declaration of Quorum       

 Approval of the Minutes of February 10-11, 2017 Stated Meeting and the June 26, 2017 

Called Meeting  

 Introduction of Elders attending for the first time and guests     

 Appointment of Standing Committees                   

Bills and Overtures – there are no bills or overtures 

Hospitality -    RE & TE  

Attendance - Al Thompson 

 Stated Clerk’s Report         

Investigating Committee 

  Results of the Proposed Amendments Vote 

  Roster for Previous PJC Members - Kathleen Kaufman 

 Board of Pensions – Clark Simmons     

 The Insurance Board - Jennifer Perri    

 Alabama Presbyterian Cursillo          

 UKirk     (Campus Ministry)  

 Teens 4 Christ                                        

 Guatemala Mission Partnership 

 Academy for Equipping the Saints      

 Presbyterian Women  
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 COM Report           

Examine Tim Oleksy – Green Hill PC 

 

 12:30 p.m. Order of the Day -  Lunch 

 

 1:15 p.m.  Final Plenary 

 Visioning Division  

 Administration Division –       

 Approve the Financial Report – June 30, 2017 

 Approval of the Proposed 2017 Budget 

 Approve Host Churches for Presbytery Meetings 

 February 9-10, 2018  Evergreen, Dothan 

 August 21, 2018  Cottage Hill PC, Mobile 

 February 22-23, 2019 Spring Hill PC, Mobile 

 Coordinating Division      

 Nominations 

 Committee on Preparation for Ministry    

 Report of the Bills and Overtures Standing Committee   no report 

 Reports of the Standing Committees  

 Hospitality       

 Attendance             

 

Adjournment with Prayer                                     
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Presbytery of South Alabama 

Teens 4 Christ 

Report 

 

August 15, 2017 
 

 

 

The Teens 4 Christ program is excited to welcome a new group of students for the 2017-2018 

class kicking off on August 25-27 at Baytreat. We will have eight (8) students participating: four 

(4) from Evergreen in Dothan, one (1) from Trinity in Fairhope, one (1) from Government Street 

in Mobile, and two (2) from the Mississippi Presbytery.  These students will learn about what it 

means to be a leader of faith from Rachael Knoll during the first retreat. We hope you will keep 

them in prayer over the course of the year.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz 
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Report to Presbytery of South Alabama 

Guatemala Mission Committee 

 

August 15, 2017 
 

 

 

Five years ago South Alabama Presbytery entered into an agreement with Chisec Presbytery in 

Guatemala in which it agreed to partner with them in mission. I am glad to report that this 

mission is flourishing, both in participation on our part and in work being done in Guatemala.  

Two groups from South Alabama Presbytery traveled to Guatemala in the summer of 2017 to 

build buildings and relationships in Chisec Presbytery under the guidance of the local pastor 

Phillip Beisswenger.  

 

Trinity Presbyterian in Fairhope sent twenty two people in June, eleven adults and eleven youth 

under the leadership of Rev. Chris Peters and Paul Davis. Trinity has particularly enjoyed the 

opportunity for parents and their teenage children to travel and work together. This group 

continued work on the Presbyterian Complex in Coban which will house the Theological 

Training Center for local pastors and, perhaps, house a school. They also worshipped with the 

local community in the completed all-purpose building which its members had helped to 

construct in the last two years. 

 

Ten members from Evergreen Presbyterian Church under the leadership of Rev. Ashley Mertz 

travelled to Guatemala in July. This group went to a different site, the village of Limon Sur, 

where they began work, along with the church members, to construct  a new church building.  

Both groups reported that a singular importance of their trips was the opportunity to build 

relationships with the communities where they serve. They worshipped together, cooked and ate 

together, played soccer with the youth, spent much time playing with and talking to the children, 

and learned about the culture and lives of the Guatemalan people.  

 

This committee believes that the commitment to Chisec Presbytery in Guatemala is a significant 

calling for our presbytery to do the work of Christ, and it plans to continue to build on this 

commitment in the future with the hope that others from the presbytery will find an opportunity 

to share in the ministry.  

 

 

Margaret Davis and Stephen Davis, Co-chairs 

Guatemala Mission Committee 
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Committee on Ministry  

Report  
August 15, 2017 

 

      

 

Recommendations: 

 

That the Presbytery: 

 

1. Examine the Rev. Tim Oleksy for installation as Pastor of the Green Hill PC of Enterprise 

and if the way be clear, to approve the terms of call and the commission to install. See 

attachments.  

 

2. Move the Rev. Dr. George Sinclair from Pastor at Government Street Presbyterian 

Church to Member at Large, effective July 1, 2017. 

 

   

Information: 

 

1. Government Street PC has contracted with the Rev. Paul Phillips to serve as Interim 

Pastor beginning September 5, 2017.  
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Rev. Dr. Timothy Oleksy 

I Have No Faith Journey 
 

 

It was about 11 AM, on Monday, April 12, 2010.  I can still picture myself standing in the 

downstairs hallway of my father's house in New Britain, CT.  My wife and I had just made the 

100 mile drive from Boston, where where we had spent the weekend with our son Daniel and his 

wife Samantha.  Dad and I had an appointment that Monday at 1:00 PM with his attorney to sign 

medical directives that we had established the previous Friday in the attorney's office.  I had 

called Dad three times on the trip down from Boston to remind him of the appointment.  After 

not reaching him the third time, I knew that he had passed away. 

 

I asked my wife to wait in the car when we pulled into the driveway.  After knocking and ringing 

the bell, I let myself in using the key that had been hidden in the same place on the back porch 

for 50 years.  I called to him when I came through the door.  No answer.  Then I went around the 

corner into the hallway and saw him.  Still in bed.  He had died in bed, most likely in his sleep, a 

couple of hours earlier.   He had died peacefully from the heart condition he had been treated for 

for 30 years. 

 

My first thought upon finding my father dead was this: the grace of God!  That thought came 

from my soul, which has been in God's keeping since the dawn of time.  That thought came from 

the faith that God instilled in me when I was born.  That thought came from 54 years of faith-

nurturing, by many other souls, including parents and teachers and the best wife ever.  That 

thought comes from a Book, written by God, about God; one that continues to teach me all that I 

will ever need to know.   

 

Dad had lived alone since Mom died in 1993.  When Dad died in 2010, I was the pastor  in 

Valentine, NE.  For the previous four years, I had seen Dad two to three times a year.  All that 

time I had a fear that Dad would one day die in his house, which he was determined not to leave, 

and be found many days later, perhaps by a neighbor.  I had such a fear in spite of my faith, a 

faith which leads me to believe Jesus when He tells me Fear not! 

 

I had no idea when I saw him on Friday that he would be gone so soon.  Not the picture of 

health, but healthy enough, so I thought.  But he did die.  And a neighbor did not find him.   I 

found him, because that was God's plan, and because that's what Dad would have wanted.  After 

the police and the paramedics and the fire department left, I said the prayers - thanking God for a 

good man who had saved the world as a Marine in the South Pacific during WWII.  Thanking 

God for a man who had been a good father for 54 years.  Thanking God for the love and mercy 

that Dad had received from Him, and that he shared with his family.  And lastly, I thanked God 

for His grace. 

 

I have no faith journey.  I simply have faith.  I have never known a time when I was without 

faith.  Thank God! 
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Rev. Dr. Timothy Oleksy 

Statement of Faith 
 

 

I believe that God is one, yet exists eternally as three Persons; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all  things.  Mankind, male and female were 

created in God's image.  God created us out of love and a desire for relationship.  All that God 

creates is good.  Sin separates us from God.  The sin that separates humanity from God is so 

great, that God determined the only way to overcome this separation would be to send His only 

Son to live among us and to die, as atonement for our sins.  Jesus died upon the cross for our 

sins; for my sins, for your sins.  God did this for us out of pure grace, unmerited favor from God, 

a gift of which we are completely unworthy. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God.  He was born of the Virgin Mary, to live, 

to die and to be raised for us.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  Salvation is 

found by grace through faith in Jesus.  For our sin we deserve death.  God, in His mercy, desires 

for us to live.  Jesus paid the price for the sin of humanity through His death upon the cross.  I 

am humbled to know that God did this for me (for all of us).  It makes me realize that God not 

only loves me, but truly understands my struggles, and stands with me in the midst of those 

struggles.  Jesus Christ lived a pure and holy life.  He proclaimed the Kingdom of God, was 

tempted in every way that we are tempted, was despised and rejected, and died in place of us as a 

sacrificial lamb without blemish.  Jesus Christ is Head of the Church, which is His Body.  While 

He walked the earth, Jesus instituted two sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper.  These two 

sacraments are signs of the real presence and power of Jesus Christ in His Church.  They are 

symbols of God's action.  In the sacraments, God communicates His grace to us.  Jesus is 

spiritually present at the administration of the sacraments through the hearts and minds of 

believers. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Giver and Renewer of Life.  It was the Holy Spirit hovering over 

the waters at creation.  It was the same Spirit who led Jesus into the desert and remained with 

Him when He was tempted by the devil.  The Holy Spirit gave life to the Church on Pentecost, 

long ago, when the Spirit descended upon the disciples, empowering them to preach the Gospel 

in many tongues.  The Holy Spirit renews me.  The Holy Spirit renews us.  The Holy Spirit 

renews the Church.  One manner in which the Spirit does so is through the Holy Scriptures 

which are Spirit-breathed.  It is the Spirit who binds us together as believers in the one Body of 

Christ, the Church. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen.          [Jan. 20, 2017] 

  



8 

 

 
  



9 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION DIVISION 

Report 
 

August 15, 2017 

 
 

Recommendations: 

 
That the Presbytery: 

 

1. Receive and approve the Financial Report – June 30, 2017 (Full Report to be handed out 

at meeting). 

 

2. Approve the 2018 Preliminary Budget for the Presbytery. 

  

3. Note the following host churches for Future Presbytery meetings (bold indicates to be 

approved by Presbytery at this meeting):  

 

February 9 and 10, 2018 Evergreen PC, Dothan 

August 21, 2018  Cottage Hill PC, Mobile 

February 22 & 23, 2019 Spring Hill PC, Mobile 

 

 

 

Information: 

 
1. The Audit Report for the fiscal year 2016 will be completed by September 30, 2017. 
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Presbytery of South Alabama 

June 2017 Financial Report 

 
 
 
Date:  June 30, 2017 
 
To:  Members of Administration and Visioning Divisions 
 
From:  Bonnie Johnston 
 

 
 
 The Financial Statement for June 30, 2017 is attached.  Highlights of the month’s activity are 
 as follows: 
 
BALANCE SHEET 
 
Assets 
 Some  of our churches are behind on their loans, but most of the Development Fund Loans are 
 up to date.   
 
Liabilities 
         Our General Fund balance is   $5,661.03       
         The General Fund Reserve is   $50,000.00 
           Development Funds available are at $84,784.95 
           Hispanic Ministry is $9,185.05 
INCOME STATEMENT 
 
Revenues 
  Unrestricted Pledge receipts are under budget by $4,176.17 or 20.36% for the month and  
               under budget by $23,081.67 or 18.76% for the year.  Compared with last year, this year’s  
               receipts have decreased by $5.20 or .01%. 
 
Expenses 
 
 Presbytery Operating Expenses are under budget by $3,258.39 or 13.16% for the month  
               and under budget by $11,937.14 or 8.04% for the year.  Compared with last year, this 
               year’s  expenses have  increased by $7,609.46 or 5.90%. 
 
Other Information 
  
 Included with this Financial Report is the June   2017 pledges and receipts from the churches. 
 
 

***Full Financial Report to be handed out at Presbytery Meeting*** 
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2018 PRELIMINARY BUDGET     

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR BUDGET IS ONLY 90% OF THE UNRESTRICTED PLEDGES. 
HIGHER COURTS ACCOUNT FOR THE REMAINING 10% DIVIDED AS FOLLOWS:  
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 6.5%, SYNOD 2.5%, ALABAMA CAMPUS MINISTRY 1%.  

     
 2017 2017 6/30/2017 2018 

ADMINISTRATION DIVISION BUDGET BUDGET 
YTD 

ACTUAL PRELIM 

     
5411  Compensation - Regional Presbyter $68,060 $34,030 $39,025 $78,498 
5412  S.S. Supplement - Regional 
Presbyter 

$4,946 $2,473 $0 $6,502 

5413  Board of Pension Dues - Regional 
Pres. 

$25,472 $12,736 $10,585 $28,651 

5414  Continuing Ed. - Regional Pres. $500 $250 $145 $500 
5415  Travel - Regional Presbyter $12,000 $6,000 $3,520 $12,000 

Total $110,978 $55,489 $53,275 $126,151 
5420  Salary - Stated Clerk $5,000 $2,500 $962 $5,000 
5421  Salary - Adm. Assistant $29,252 $14,626 $14,626 $29,252 
5422  Board of Pension Dues - Adm. Ass't. $18,695 $9,347 $9,347 $18,695 
5423  Bookkeeper $3,300 $1,650 $1,223 $3,300 
2445  Bookkeeper Travel Expenses $800 $400 $385 $800 
5425  Salary - Resource Center Dir. $27,078 $13,539 $13,539 $27,078 
5426  Resource Center/Office Clerk $2,000 $1,000 $1,417 $2,000 

Total $86,125 $43,062 $41,499 $86,125 
5428  Part-Time Help $0 $0 $0 $0 
5429  Employer's FICA Tax $4,300 $2,150 $2,181 $4,300 
5432  Telephone $6,300 $3,150 $2,618 $6,300 
5433  Supplies $4,000 $2,000 $2,880 $4,000 
5434  Postage $1,200 $600 $267 $900 
5435  Equipment Maintenance $2,500 $1,250 $1,456 $2,500 
5436  Printing $200 $100 $0 $200 
5437  Workmen's Compensation $1,600 $800 $1,259 $1,600 
5439  Gen. Ass'y. Mtgs.-Exec. Pres. $1,500 $750 $0 $1,500 
5440  Computer - Software & Supplies $3,000 $1,500 $2,085 $3,000 
5441  Travel/Synod  $2,500 $1,250 $679 $2,500 
5442  Maint. & Equip. Replacement $2,000 $1,000 $1,207 $2,000 
5443  Computer Backup $600 $300 $208 $600 
         Administrative Assistant Cont. Ed.    $1,000 
5495  Committee Operations $50 $25 $43 $50 

Total $29,750 $14,875 $14,883 $30,450 
Total Administrative Division $226,853 $113,426 $109,657 $242,726 

     
 PROPERTY     

     
5513  Audit/Review $3,500 $1,750 $0 $3,500 
5520  Utilities $3,500 $1,750 $1,639 $3,500 
5525  Security Monitoring $300 $150 $150 $300 
5526  Termite & Pest Control $420 $210 $150 $420 
5530  Janitor - Office $2,000 $1,000 $769 $2,600 
5531  Yardwork - Office $1,700 $850 $960 $1,700 
5535  Insurance - Office $3,600 $1,800 $901 $3,600 
5540  Building Maintenance $2,500 $1,250 $3,738 $2,500 

TOTAL $17,520 $8,760 $8,307 $18,120 
     

Total Administrative Division $244,373  $122,186  $117,964  $260,846 
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 2017 2017 6/30/2017 2018 
VISIONING DIVISION BUDGET YTD ACTUAL PRELIM 

     
5630  COLT/Training Events $1,500 $750 $1,964 $1,500 
5635  Presbytery Meetings $300 $150 $211 $300 
5640  Equipping the Saints $3,500 $1,750 $1,825 $3,500 
5690  Committee Operations $100 $50 $36 $100 

TOTAL $5,400 $2,700 $4,036 $5,400 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY     

     
5710  Counseling and Supply $2,000 $1,000 $1,000 $2,000 
5725  MissionInsite $0 $0 $0 $0 
5750  Pastoral Care of Ministers $1,500 $750 $0 $1,500 
5795  Committee Operations $50 $25 $145 $50 

TOTAL $3,550 $1,775 $1,145 $3,550 
PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY     

     
5810  Scholarship Aid $1,000 $500 $500 $1,000 
5820  Psych. Eval. for Min. Candidates $750 $375 $768 $750 
5890  Travel/Exams  $0 $0 $0 $0 
5895  Committee Operations $0 $0 $0 $0 

TOTAL $1,750 $875 $1,268 $1,750 
COORDINATING DIVISION     

     
5920  Web Page $1,000 $500 $137 $1,000 
5925  Synod Communications Seminar $0 $0 $0 $0 
5930  Committee Operations $50 $25 $0 $50 

TOTAL $1,050 $525 $137 $1,050 
CAMPING & CONFERENCING COMMITTEE    

     
6381  Funds for Camping & Conferencing $5,000 $2,500 $0 $5,000 
6382  Scholarships for Camps & 
Conferences 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

6395  The Launch $0 $0 $0 $0 
TOTAL - New Camping & Conf. Programs $5,000 $2,500 $0 $5,000 

YOUTH MINISTRY     
     
6410  Youth Triennium  $1,000 $500 $0 $1,000 
6420  Presbytery Youth Ministry $1,000 $500 $0 $1,000 
6425  Teens 4 Christ $1,500 $750 $0 $1,500 

TOTAL $3,500 $1,750 $0 $3,500 
RESOURCE CENTER     

     
6720  Educator Expenses/Operations $500 $250 $29 $400 
6730  Resource Center - Resources $2,800 $1,400 $1,346 $3,000 
6731  MSARC/MSAPCE Fees $65 $32 $186 $65 
6732  Resource Ctr. Subscriptions $700 $350 $97 $700 
6733  Resource Ctr. Cont. Ed. $0 $0 $0 $1,000 
6795  Travel & Committee Operations $300 $150 $0 $300 

TOTAL $4,365 $2,182 $1,658 $5,465 
MISCELLANEOUS     

     
7520  Contingencies $3,500 $1,750 $1,106 $3,500 

TOTAL $3,500 $1,750 $1,106 $3,500 
     

       TOTAL PRESBYTERY OPER. EXP. $272,488 $136,243 $127,314 $290,061 
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TOTAL PRESBYTERY OPER. EXPENSE $272,488 $136,243 $127,614 $290,061 

     
     
 2017 2017 6/30/2017 2018 
 BUDGET YTD ACTUAL PRELIM 
     

   BENEVOLENCE EXPENSES     
      General Assembly (6.5%) $15,997 $7,999 $6,499  
      Synod (2.5%) $6,153 $3,076 $2,499  
      AL Presbyterian Campus Ministries 
(1%) 

$2,461 $1,230 $0  

TOTAL $24,611 $12,305 $8,998  
     

TOTAL EXPENSES $297,099 $148,548 $136,312  
     

   REVENUE     
      Unrestricted Pledged $246,111 $123,055 $99,973  
      Unrestricted Non-Pledged $0 $0 $0  
      Restricted for Presbytery Use $17,725 $8,863 $11,701  
      Unrestricted, Prior Year Pledges $3,617 $1,808 $0  
      Restricted, Prior Year Pledges $2,500 $1,250 $0  
      Interest - General Fund Share $1,137 $569 $238  
      Part of Surplus from Previous Year $4,103 $2,051 $0  
      Trf. Camp Pinetreat Funds $363 $182 $0  
   INCOME FROM MS PRESBYTERY      
      MS Pby - Reimburse Regional Presbyter  $8,750 $30,000 
 FSA IRS Reimbursement $5,265 $2,633 $0  
Christ PC Mortgage Payments   $0  
         TOTAL REVENUE $280,821 $140,411 $120,662  

     
    SURPLUS OR (DEFICIT) -$16,278 -$8,137 -$15,950  
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COORDINATING DIVISION 

Report 
 

August 15, 2017 

 

 

Recommendations: 

 

Nominations: 

 

1. General Assembly Commissioners 2018 

 

 a.  Minister Commissioner - Rev. Matt McCollum, Trinity PC, Fairhope 

 b.  Ruling Elder Commissioner –    TBA 

  

 General Assembly Alternate Commissioners 2018 (will be commissioners in 2020) 

 

a. Minister Commissioner – Anna Fulmer, Spring Hill PC, Mobile 

b. Ruling Elder Commissioner – TBA 

 

 Young Adult Advisory Delegate (YAAD) to the 2018 General Assembly 

 

 TBA 

 

2. Moderator of the Presbytery of South Alabama 2018 

 

 Rev. Ashley Drake Mertz, Evergreen PC, Dothan 

 

3. Committee On Ministry 

 

 Rev. Bob Madsen, Moderator, First PC, Andalusia 

 Rev. Jonathan Wallace, First PC, Foley 

 

4. Treasurer for the Presbyter of South Alabama 

 

Mark Clodfelter, Trinity PC, Fairhope 

  

5. Presbyterian Children’s Home 

 

 Dr. Susan Ashbee, Government Street PC, Mobile 

 Linda Madsen, First PC, Andalusia 

 

 

Representation Report (see attached) 
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REPRESENTATION REPORT 

 

This form is designed to assist your Presbytery Committee on Representation in reporting 

information and activities of your COR to the Synod of Living Waters.  The completed form 

should be signed and mailed by the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery after the Presbytery has 

received it. 
 

  Name of Presbytery:_____South Alabama_______________________________ 

 

  Name and address of Presbytery Committee on Representation chairperson: 

             

 Name         ____Rev. Blair Beaver___________________________________  

            Address     ____P. O. Box 1508__________________________________ 

                              ____Bay Minette, AL  36507______________________________ 

 

  Date when Chairperson’s Term Expires:____2018__________________________ 

 

  Number of Committee on Representation Meetings held since last report:___4____ 

 

  Member makeup of other Presbytery Committees: (See Attachment A) 

 

  List current year’s goals and tell us how well you’re doing in accomplishing them: 

 

  

 Do our best to make sure all of our divisions, committees and other entities have 

 members representing all of our churches and by gender, age, race, ethnicity and special 

 needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

  List future goals and objectives (for next 3 years): 

 

 Continue to do #6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  What is your Presbytery doing to recruit leaders who have special physical needs? 

 

 While some few of our leaders who have physical needs are involved, we probably need 

 to do more. 
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  How do you evaluate your own committee’s effectiveness? (Tell us how you do your 

 evaluation and what you’ve discovered about your work.) 

 

 We look at attachment A and see where we might be able to improve representation. 

 

 

  How often does your committee report to Presbytery?  What is the basic style of 

 presentation–oral, written, visual, all of these? 

 

            How often? Once a year 

 

 Style?  Written 

 

  What are your most significant achievements in accomplishing “fair representation” in 

 your presbytery since your last report to the Synod? 

 

 No significant achievements. 

 

 

  On what date this report was presented to presbytery: 

 

 The South Alabama Presbytery heard and received the report of the Committee on  

 Representation on August 15, 2017 at First Presbyterian Church, Bay Minette, 

 Alabama. 

 

      Signature______________________________ 
                                                                                                            (Stated Clerk)   
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Report of the Committee on Representation       Attachment A 

        Presbytery of  South Alabama 

         Date (2017)                          

Unit WMC WFC WML WFL BMC BFC BML BFL AMC AFC HML

AML 
HFL YTH Spec *HMC Total 

Administrative Division 1  3 2            6 

Visioning Division 3 1 1 3            8 

Coordinating Division 1  2 2            5 

Committee on Ministry 

 

3 1 4 1            9 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 2 1 2             5 

Permanent Judicial Committee 3  2 1            6 

Equipping the Saints 1   4            5 

Guatemala Partnership 1  2 2            5 

Camp and Conf. Committee 2   1            3 

Self Development of People 1  1 2    6        4 

Disaster Response Commission 1 1 2             4 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

                 

CATEGORIES:  WMC white male clergy   BMC black male clergy   AMC asian male clergy 

   WFC  white female clergy   BFC black female clergy   AFC asian female clergy 

   WML white male lay   BML black male lay   AML asian male lay 

   WFL white female lay   BFL black female lay   AFL asian female lay 

             YTH youth 

  *NEED TO ADD HISPANIC  HMC hispanic male clergy   Spec persons w/disabilities 
  



18 

 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 

Report to Presbytery 

 

August 15, 2017 

 

 

Sarah Jordan: I am pleased to report that Sarah Jordan has graduated from Vanderbilt Divinity 

School and has received a call to serve a one-year, full-time pastoral residency position at 

Friendship Presbyterian Church in Chicago. The position is partially funded by 1001 New 

Worshipping Communities and has been approved by Chicago Presbytery as a validated 

ministry. Sarah be involved in community organizing work as well as pastoral care and worship 

leadership. She is on track to be ordained by Chicago Presbytery in October.  

 

Heather Jones Butler:  Heather has taken the alternative BCE exam approved at the January, 

2017 Presbytery meeting and passed the exam. The exam was taken on March 21, 2017 and 

proctored by a member of the faculty at Union Seminary, Richmond. Virginia. Heather 

graduated from Union in May and has moved to Montgomery with her husband, Rhett who as a 

United Methodist clergy has received an appointment there. Heather is pursuing a position within 

the bounds of Shepards & Lapsley Presbytery and will pursue ordination once that is done. 

 

Madison Vaughn:  Madison is a second year student at Columbia Theological Seminary and is 

doing well. She will soon take the fall issuance of the Bible Content Exam.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joseph Johnson 

 

 

 

  


